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                Mrs. Valdes/Mr. Craine
Early River Valley Civilization Poster Project
Directions: There are four early river valley civilizations that we discussed in class (Mesopotamia, Nile River Valley/Egypt, Indus Valley, and Ancient China/Huang He River Valley). You are to create a poster which represents TWO out of the FOUR ancient river valley civilizations. 
· Your title should be the NAME of the EARLY ANCIENT RIVER VALLEY (ex: Mesoptamia, Indus Valley, Nile River Valley, Ancient China)
· For each Early River Valley Civilization chosen, include a picture for each of the following: Geography, Political System, Economy, Religion, and Contributions. You may use pictures from the Internet, clip art, or draw your own.
· Label each picture and include two to three sentences explaining each facet of it’s civilization. 
· This will be graded as a project grade which is worth 20% of your Marking Period 2 grade. Please make it colorful and creative and ensure that your information is accurate.
MESOPOTAMIA
Geography
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Mesopotamia was located between the Euphrates and Tigris Rivers. There were floods due to the overflow of these rivers, which resulted in fertile soil. Mesopotamia is located in present-day Iraq. 

Political System 
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The Sumerians developed city-states with walls that offered protection from invaders. Kings ruled with power granted from gods and as a result, temple priests were at the top of the government. Mesopotamia’s society was a patriarchal society, giving power to the head male of the family. 
Economy
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Mesopotamia’s economy was based on agriculture. The majority of the population worked as farmers. However, there were also merchants and traders within the valley.  
Religion 
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In Mesopotamia, religion was a huge part of society. Sumerians were polytheistic, which meant that they believed in many gods. They built temples called ziggurats where they would go to worship their gods. 

Contributions 
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The Sumerians contributed a lot to society. They invented the wheel which helped to increase transportation. They also developed the first writing system, known as cuneiform. Cuneiform used pictures to represent ideas. Sumerians developed algebra and geometry, a calendar/clock, irrigation systems, and a 360 degrees circle as well.  

